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SUBJ: BATES CASE 

1. DEPARTMENT CONSIDERING APPROACH ON HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS 
TO THIRD COUNTRIES TO ASK INTERCESSION WITH SARG CONCERN- 
ING JONATHAN BATES' CASE. (POR INEO CERTAIN ADDRESSEE 
POSTS: BATES IS 30 YEAR OLD AMERICAN CITIZEN WHO WAS 
ARRESTED IN DAMASCUS WHILE THERE AS TOURIST ON FEBRUARY 9, 

1972 AND ON TRIAL BY SYRIAN MILITARY TRIBUNAL ON CHARGES 
OP ESPIONAGE SINCE DECEMBER 1972. BATES HAS BEEN DESCRIBED 
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TO US AS "SINCERE INTELLECTUAL TYPE" WHO WOULD INSIST ON 
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HAVING "MEANINGFUL CONVERSATIONS" WITH ARABS ON SUBJECT OE 
ISRAEL. BATES APPARENTLY ASKED TALK TO SYRIAN JEWS, 

THEREBY AROUSING SUSPICION OP SARG OPPICIALS CONCERNING 
HIS ACTIVITIES AND LEADING TO HIS ARREST. WE ARE CONVINCED 
BATES IS INNOCENT OF CHARGE OP ESPIONAGE AND BELIEVE 
SYRIAN COURT'S REPEATED POSTPONEMENT OP VERDICT INDICATES 
LACK OP EVIDENCE. CASE HAS BEEN TERRIBLE PSYCHOLOGICAL, 
PINANCIAL AND PHYSICAL ORDEAL POR JONATHAN'S PARENTS. 

PATHER, PORMER PROFESSOR RALPH BATES OF NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 
AND PROMINENT AUTHOR AND SCHOLAR, IS 73 YEARS OLD AND 
SUFPERING FROM HEART CONDITION. SYRIAN COURT HAS NOW TWICE 
POSTPONED HANDING DOWN VERDICT, IN JULY AND ON SDEPTEMBER 20, 
THUS CREATING SUSPICION THAT WHILE NO EVIDENCE POR CONVIC- 
TION EXISTS COURT UNABLE POR POLITICAL REASONS TO ACQUIT 

BATES. PARENTS PEAR THAT TRIAL MAY DRAG ON INDEPINITELY. 

2. SUBSTANCE OF OUR APPROACH TO THIRD COUNTRIES WOULD BE: 

(A) JONATHAN BATES IS VICTIM OP CIRCUMSTANCES WHO INCAR- 
CERATED BY SARG AUTHORITIES SINCE PEBRUARY 1972 ON CHARGE 
OP ESPIONAGE WHICH WE ARE CONVINCED ARE BASELESS, ALTHOUGH 
BATES MAY HAVE COMMITTED INDISCRETIONS WHICH ADMITTEDLY 
MIGHT HAVE LENT THEMSELVES TO MISINTERPRETATION. 

(B) BATES' PROLONGED INCARCERATION AND TRIAL CAUSING 
UNDUE PHYSICAL, FINANCIAL, AND PSYCHOLOGICAL HARDSHIP AND 
SUFFERING POR PARENTS. THIS IS ESPECIALLY CASE POR 
JONATHAN'S FATHER, A NOTED AUTHOR AND SCHOLAR, WHO IS 73 
YEARS OLD AND SUFPERING PROM A HEART CONDITION. 

(C) ON HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS WE WOULD HOPE THAT SARG WOULD 
ACQUIT BATES OP CHARGE OF ESPIONAGE AND END ORDEAL HIS 
INCARCERATION AND TRIAL HAVE CAUSED TO JONATHAN, HIMSELP, 
AND HIS PARENTS. WE ARE CONCERNED THAT COURT'S INACTION 

ON BATES CASE MAY BE POLITICALLY MOTIVATED. 

3. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY ROME APPRISING 
POREIGN MINISTRY ON A STRICTLY CONPIDENTIAL BASIS OP ABOVE 
OUTLINED APPROACH AND SEEKING PONMIN'S REACTION. WE WOULD 
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PLAN APPROACH SAUDIS, JORDANIANS, KUWAITIS, LEBANESE, 

GREEKS, TURKS, PRENCH AND BRITISH. EMBASSY SHOULD ASSURE 
PONMIN THAT WE ARE PULLY SATISFIED WITH WORK ITALIAN 
EMBASSY DAMASCUS HAS DONE ON BATES CASE. APPROACHES TO 
OTHER COUNTRIES WOULD IN NO WAY BE INTENDED DEROGATE FROM 
ITALIAN ROLE AS PROTECTING POWER, AND WE WOULD NOT 
UNDERTAKE APPROACHES IP POREIGN MINISTRY OBJECTS. 
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4. WELCOME INFO ADDRESSEE POSTS' COMMENTS ON FEASIBILITY 
AND EFFECTIVENESS OF ANY APPROACH WE MIGHT MAKE IN THIS 
MATTER TO HOST GOVERNMENTS. KISSINGER 
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